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A NEWMLTREXFEOMMATANZAS, CUBA
By Wn^LiAM J. Clench

Through the kindness of C J. Finlay of Varadero Beach, and
E. H. Monroe of Cardenas, Cuba, we have received a series of a

new Miirex which was obtained from shell traps set in 100 fathoms

in Matanzas Bay, Cuba.

MuREX(MuREx) FiNLAYi, new species

F'igures 1-3

Description. Shell reaching 93 mm. (3% inches) in length,

rather solid in structure and moderately spinose. Whorls ten

and moderately convex. Nuclear whorls glass-like and smooth.

Color brownish-yellow to brownish-cream with a few spiral threads

of a darker brown which follow the crests of the cords. Spire

moderately extended. Suture irregular and deeply indented.

Aperture subcircular and slightly oblique. Parietal lip glazed,

adherent to the body whorl and fairly thick. Palatal lip crenu-

lated and slightly thickened. Siphonal canal greatly extended,

sometimes nearly half the length of the shell, usually curved

upward and to the left when viewed dorsally. Two or three

previously formed stages of the siphonal canal remain as scale-

like spines. The sculpture consists of three equidistant varices,

each supporting a rather large shoulder spine and maybe two or

three smaller spines between the shoulder and the base of the

shell. The varices on each whorl are more or less aligned with the

varices on the whorl above. Between the varices there are two
to four axial ridges which are strongly nodulose. Spiral sculp-

ture consisting of numerous thread-like cords. The varices are

formed by two arched plates, the plates on the aperture side being

somewhat smaller, the outer (first formed) leaving a flange or
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web-like ridge as a crest on the varix. This is usually broken

away on the early varices or remains as a series of small blade-

like spines.


